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A Little of Our Storyé 

Probably a few years after 1692, when the first thirty parishes were 
established in Maryland, a small frame building was first erected on the 
present site of St. Barnabasô Church.  The building was a ñChapel of Easeò in 
the northern sector of St. Paulôs Parish.  Then, in 1704 (the second year of the 
reign of Queen Anne of England), St. Paulôs Parish was divided.  The northern 
sector became Queen Anne Parish ñby and with the advice and consent of her 
Majesties Governour, Council, and Assembly.ò  Within a few years, a small 
brick church was built to replace the wooden chapel.  Two acres of land on 
which the church stood were given by John and Mary Duvall. 

 

By 1772, a new and larger house of worship was needed.  The Vestry let a contract to Christopher Lowndes ñto make, erect, 
build, and set up a new Brick Church near the place where the Old Brick Church in said parish now stands, to contain sixty feet 
in length and forty-six feet in width.ò   

The rector at the time of the building was the Reverend Jonathan Boucher, who was tutor for George Washingtonôs stepson.  As 
Washington records in his diary, he and his family, together with Governor Eden, went to St. Barnabasô Church on October 4, 
1772.  Shortly before the Revolution, Boucher, who had become increasingly unpopular because of his Tory views, wrote in his 
autobiography that ñfor more than six months I preached, when I did preach, with a pair of loaded pistols lying on the cushion; 
having given notice that if any man, or body of men, could possibly be so lost to all sense of decency and propriety as to attempt 
really to do what had long been threatened, that is, to drag me out of my pulpit, I should think myself justified before God and 
man in repelling violence by violence.ò  Boucher subsequently fled to England. 

In 1974, this ñnew Brick Church,ò which had undergone several remodelings, was carefully and authentically restored under the 
direction of Walter Macomber, a distinguished architect specializing in the Colonial period.  The restoration was made possible 
largely through the bequest of a lifelong parishioner, W. Seton Belt. 

A Look Insideé 

The interior of St. Barnabasô is relatively unadorned, yet the 
worship space is both elegant and welcoming. 

In accordance with Colonial custom, the altar is a simple cloth-
covered Communion table.  Painted tablets with the words of the 
Lordôs Prayer and the Apostlesô Creed flank the window behind 
the altar. 

On the left, or Gospel side, of the church (facing the altar) is a 
pedestal pulpit with a sounding board overhead, which is 
authentic to the Colonial period.  

The box pews are made in part from the boards found in the 
church when the restoration was started. 

 



The plaster ceiling is essentially in the location of the original ceiling.  Three original tie beams with their supporting posts are 
now exposed.  These had been covered by a lower ceiling during an earlier remodeling. 

In keeping with the custom of 1774, the floor of the restored church is brick.  A small section of the original floor may be seen 
near the font.  The bricks throughout the church are laid in a herringbone pattern, as they were when the church was originally 
built. 

Also in keeping with the Colonial period, the church has no chandeliers.  Indirect, concealed lighting maintains the authentic 
1774 appearance.  Candle sconces around the walls further add to the Colonial look of 
the church. 

The Gustavus Hesselius painting of the Last Supper hangs on the choir gallery.  This 
painting, by one of the most important painters of the early Colonial period, is considered 
to be the first religious painting to have been commissioned by a church in the colonies.  
The painting was commissioned by the Vestry of Queen Anne Parish in 1719 for the 
earlier Brick Church. 

Four pieces of communion silver, ordered from England in 1718, are still in use on 
festive occasions.  Made of beaten silver and carrying the Tower hallmark, each piece of 
the communion silver is engraved with the words, ñSt. Barnabasô Church in Merreland, 
1718.ò 

The marble baptismal font was ordered in 1718 by the Rev. Jacob Henderson, rector 
during the years 1717-1750.  The Rev. Henderson also ordered linens and furnishings for 
the church.  All of the items were sent from England on the ship ñBoothò; however, only 
the font has survived. 

Canterbury Chapel is in the dependency wing of the church, which was added during the restoration in 1974.  The Chapel 
contains a number of furnishings which had been added to the Church in modifications and remodelings that occurred after 
1774.  These furnishings include several stained glass windows, the altar and altar rail, and the lectern, all of which had been in 
use in 1974.  In addition, the Chapel contains other memorial gifts which have been given to the Church in more recent years. 

Bringing the Past into the Presenté 

The current congregation of St. Barnabasô Church is faithful in worship and active in reaching out to one another, to the 
community, and to the world.  The Church maintains a full range of Sunday morning programs, including adult faith formation 
opportunities and childrenôs worship and educational programs.  Additionally, parishioners volunteer every week to sponsor 
fellowship after each Sunday service. 

St. Barnabasô believes worship in community to be the heart of our life in Christ.  We seek to make our liturgies welcoming while 
embracing the rich traditions of our Anglican heritage.   

In reaching out to others, we offer financial support to a variety of people and organizations.  We also host the Warm Nights 
homeless shelter, provide care to needy families, raise funds for and distribute hundreds of cases of beef stew to local food 
pantries, and more.   

Our youth are an integral part of the life of the parish.  With a combination of outreach activities, including a mission trip to West 
Virginia, social events, and worship, our youth have fun, get to know each other, and develop a lifelong love of God. 

We use a combination of classroom teaching, outdoor learning, informal kidsô worship in our small chapel during the early part of 
the 10:00 a.m. service, and other activities to create a dynamic and fun childrenôs ministry.  

A significant part of our ministry is Queen Anne School, a college preparatory school for students in grades 6 - 12.  The school 
was begun in 1964 and now has over 250 students.  Although the school is owned by St. Barnabasô Church, it functions as an 
independent educational institution, certified by the Association of Independent Maryland Schools.  Class sizes are kept small, 
and the focus is on the intellectual, moral, physical, and spiritual growth of each student.  The students are boys and girls, 
broadly diverse in race, religion, and national origin. 

 

Be Welcome Hereé 

At St. Barnabasô Church, all people are truly welcome, whether to worship with us, to share in our ministries, or simply to visit our 
historic and beautiful church.   

 





Requesting More Informationé 

 

If you have additional questions or would like further information, we hope you will contact the Church Office at 301-249-5000, e-
mail us at rector@stbarnabas.net.   

You are also welcome to complete the form below and mail it to the church or give it to an usher or member of the clergy if you 
should visit during a worship service. 

 

 

Name:        

 

Address:       

     

 

Phone:        

 

E-mail:        

 

I would like additional information about the following:   

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
 
 
 
 

Mailing Address: 
 

St. Barnabasô Episcopal Church 
14111 Oak Grove Road 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland  20774 


